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What is the Seattle Preschool 

Program?

❖ The Seattle Preschool Program (SPP) offers high-quality, affordable 
preschool to children across the City of Seattle. 

❖ Our goal is to: prepare children for school, enable students to achieve pre-
academic skills, enable students to develop socially and emotionally and 
eliminate the readiness gap for participating children. SPP is supported by 
funding from the voter-approved Families, Education, Preschool and 
Promise Levy (FEPP).

❖ City wide, the SPP network currently has 83 locations with the majority in 
the south and central regions of Seattle. 



SPP Highlights 

❖ SPP partners with Providers such as Seattle Public Schools, and community-based 

providers such as YMCA, Launch, and ReWA. Our network also includes Family Child 

Care centers for parents who prefer a home-based option. 

❖ Some locations offer dual language programming (Spanish, Chinese, Arabic, and 

Vietnamese)

❖ Some of our Providers also serve ECEAP and Head Start and their classrooms are 

blended with SPP. 

❖ SPP typically runs 6 hours a day, M-F, and flexible schedules such as 3 days a week, 

are not an option.

❖ Extended day is offered at many locations for parents who need care beyond the 6-

hour preschool portion of the day (Child Care subsidy is accepted by the Provider as 

payment for this extra care.) 

❖ SPP does not offer transportation. It is the parent/guardian responsibility to bring 

the child to school and pick up on time. 

❖ Staff do not ask about immigration status.



Eligibility Criteria

Age: Serves children ages 3 or 4 on or by August 31, of the program year. For 

example, if a parent is looking to apply for the upcoming 2021-2022 school year, 

their child must be age 3 or 4 by 8/31/2021. (Unfortunately, at this time, there is 

no flexibility around the eligibility age cut off date.) 

Residency: Open to all Seattle residents only. Unfortunately, those living in 

unincorporated Seattle, are not eligible. To confirm if an address is in true Seattle 

limits, the City has an address look up tool:

https://www.seattle.gov/council/meet-the-council/find-your-district-and-

councilmembers

When you type in the address, if a City Council member profile displays then the 

address is in city limits. If no City council is assigned, then the address is not 

eligible for SPP. 

https://www.seattle.gov/council/meet-the-council/find-your-district-and-councilmembers


SPP has a 3-step process

❖ Apply 

❖ Selection

❖ Enrollment

Maria James
Human Services 
Coordinator, DEEL



Step 1: Apply
Applying to SPP does not guarantee placement in the program. However, vacancies are 
filled on a rolling basis through March 31 of the program year.  

Methods to apply: 

❖ Paper:
Translated copies are available on our Parent Portal at www.seattle.gov/applyspp
or by request at 206-386-1050 or preschool@seattle.gov

❖ Phone:
Department of Education and Early Learning (DEEL) staff are available to complete 
the application over the phone with the parent. Language support is available upon 
request. 

❖ Online: 
www.seattle.gov/applyspp

 Parents can select as many or as few sites as they want on the application.

 The more sites selected, the greater the chance a seat will open for the child.

 Sites are not rank order however if a child gets an offer for a seat that is not the 
parents' top preference, they can move forward with enrollment while staying on the 
waitlists for all other sites they selected. 

 For sites that have special programming such as Head Start and ECEAP, parents should 
contact the Provider directly.

http://www.seattle.gov/applyspp
mailto:preschool@seattle.gov
http://www.seattle.gov/applyspp


SPP Application



Step 2: Selection

The Seattle Preschool Selection process takes into consideration various factors. 
Eligible preschoolers will be selected through a random selection process that utilizes 
the following criteria:

❖ Homeless and Foster Care: Children from families experiencing homelessness and 
in foster care will receive priority placement. 

❖ Child’s age: Children who are age 4 on or before August 31, 2021 will receive 
priority over children who are age 3.

❖ Home address: If you select a site that is in the same Seattle Public Schools 
elementary or middle school attendance zone as your home address, you will 
receive priority for that site over children living in other parts of the city.

❖ Siblings: Additional preference is given to children with siblings either 
enrolled/attending SPP at the same time or attending Seattle Public Schools in the 
same building

❖ Heritage language: Three-year-olds who speak a heritage language with a 
household income below 350% of the federal poverty level will receive priority 
over other three-year-olds. 

❖ Low-Income: Three-year-olds with a household income below 200% of the federal 
poverty level will receive priority over other three-year-olds. 



Waitlist

 Vacancies are filled on a rolling basis through March 31 of the program year.

 If a child is placed at a site that is not the parent’s top pick, the parent may 
choose to enroll while keeping their child on the waitlist for all sites on their 
application.

Children are placed in order of the program priorities for each preschool on their 
application.

 Children experiencing homelessness or in foster care will be placed first

 4-year-olds will be placed over 3-year-olds

 Children who live in the elementary or middle school zones for a preschool will get 
priority over students who live outside of those boundaries (To determine your 
neighborhood school, visit Seattle Public Schools’ address lookup tool.)

 Three-year-olds who do not live in the attendance zone of a school will get 
priority if their household FPL is below 350% or they speak a heritage language.

https://www.seattleschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=627&pageId=68934565


Step 3: Enrollment

 If a seat becomes available for a child, SPP staff will reach out to parents 
directly via phone and email.

 Staff will discuss the placement and provide information on the next step in 
completing enrollment

 Enrollment can be completed online or by paper and consists of:

1. Enrollment Information (Child, Household, Demographic Info and Consent)

2. Proof of Child’s Age

3. Proof of Seattle Residency

4. Proof of Income

Sara Chmielarski
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Tuition
❖ SPP tuition is free for any family under 

350% FPL (and is on a sliding scale for 
those above)

❖ SPP collects income for all families to 
demonstrate if parent will or will not 
owe tuition.

❖ Tuition covers the 6-hour curriculum 
portion of the preschool day

❖ For sites that offer before and after 
care, the cost is separate from any SPP 
tuition and is paid directly to Provider. 
All SPP Providers accept DCYF Working 
Connections Child Care (WCCC) subsidy, 
City of Seattle  Child Care Assistance 
Program (CCAP) and Private/Out of 
Pocket payment. 



Partnership with SPS and Early Learning 

Special Education Department

❖ All SPP locations are inclusive and welcome children with a range of 
developmental needs. We work closely in partnership with SPS Special 
Education Department, so children receive services wherever they are in our 
network.

❖ SPP collaborates closely with Seattle Public Schools to deliver the specialized 
instruction or other services required by the child’s IEP.

❖ To learn about resources and supports provided by Seattle Public Schools for 
children with IEPs enrolled at an SPP site at Seattle Public Schools, families 
are referred to the SPS Early Learning Department at (206) 252-0600 or email 
at preschool@seattleschools.org. For children with IEPs who are enrolled at 
a community-based organization through SPP, parents/guardians are 
encouraged to be in communication with their special education case 
manager for any modifications to, or questions about the child’s IEP.

mailto:preschool@seattleschools.org


Additional Questions?

Please type your question in the chat box. 



Thank you!
❖ If you need assistance, please call or email SPP:

preschool@seattle.gov |  206-386-1050  

❖ To learn more about SPP and our providers or to apply please 

visit Seattle.gov/applyspp

❖ Interpreter Services available upon request

mailto:preschool@seattle.gov
https://earlylearning.powerappsportals.us/parentportal/

