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How to register your child for school

206-252-0760
www.seattleschools.org

http://www.seattleschools.org/


Positive early childhood transitions set the stage 
for children and families for the rest of their 
school experiences.

Starting Kindergarten means…



So… what can we do to prepare?

Gather information & explore your school choices

o Ask friends, family, neighbors & community resource          
folks  - like your child care/preschool teacher, local 
librarian, community center staff, health care clinic, etc. 

o Visit schools, go to open houses (virtually during Covid) 

o Look at schools online at the SPS website

o Note key dates for registration 
Registration for Fall 2022 begins Jan. 3, 2022
Submit a Choice form during Open Enrollment (Feb 1-28, 2022)
for a school other than your attendance area school

Step 
1

https://www.seattleschools.org/enroll/about-our-schools/


To find out about your choices,
…attend an event online at several different schools  
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https://www.seattleschools.org/news/new-

student-enrollment/

https://www.seattleschools.org/news/new-


Helpful 
hints for  
using the 
school 
district 
website

…and read about schools on the SPS webpage

Pick a school
Select a language

Link to registration form

Click to find a 

phone number or 

email a question



Important Enrollment Facts

• School is free for children 
living in Seattle 

• Children who are 5 by August 31 
can start kindergarten 

• Registration begins in January and 
is submitted online

• All preschool students must re-
enroll for Kindergarten unless
they are in developmental preK

• School Tours and Open Houses 
will be held virtually (on-line)

• Learn as much as you can before 
you sign up. Talk to teachers, 
principal & other families. Visit 
school webpages. 
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• You are automatically assigned to your neighborhood 
school based on your home address. Students with 
special needs will be assigned to the school best able 
to support them.

• You can apply for other schools during OPEN ENROLLMENT
(Feb. 1 – 28).  After registering, submit a Choice form, 
listing up to 5 schools in order of preference.

• Apply by Feb. 28 to get sibling preference if you 
already have a child at your choice school or if you live 
within “Geo-Zone” boundaries for an Option school.

• “Option Schools” have no guaranteed seats; all 
students must apply. 

Questions?

(206) 252-0760  M-F 8:30 –4
Ask for help in your home language 

 admissions@seattleschools.org

Visitthe SPS Admission Center    
2445  3rd Ave S.  ( Mon. -Fri .8:30 -4 )

How Are Students Assigned?



To register for school, you’ll need:

• Birth Certificate (PreK-1st grade

• 2 recent documents showing your 
address (like a bill or rent statement)

• Parent photo ID
(government issued)

• Certificate of Immunization Status (CIS)                                              
or shots record from your doctor

• No proof of address needed if you are                      
unhoused or student is in foster care

Registration is ONLINE at 
https://www.seattleschools.org/enroll/enroll-my-student/

click here* to see a video on how to enroll 

*https://vimeo.com/497776253/11685c0a08?scrlybrkr=018f1266

https://vimeo.com/497776253/11685c0a08


School Choice

Submit your Choice Form by Feb 28
(form is available Feb  1)
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Early Entrance Kindergarten 
applications accepted March 1-21, 2022
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Early Entrance to Kindergarten (EEK) is for children who turn 5 between 
Sept 1 - October 31. This is a multi-phase process:

• Phase 1: Family completes an on-line application in March and 
pays a fee (waived if low-income) for a social-emotional screening 
(on-line) that parent & a professional fill out. Results come within 
2 weeks. 

• Phase 2:  another fee is charged for this phase. Successfully 
screened students are observed by K teachers for academic and 
group learning skills. Families  are notified in June about 
provisional acceptance. 

• Phase 3: student attends kindergarten* for 4-week trial period 
and final decision is made about continuing.  

* EEK students are assigned to their attendance area school; they
can be assigned to a different school only if space is available 

•

For more information, visit the Early Entrance website

https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/advanced-learning/services-and-programs/early-entrance-to-kindergarten/


What other ways can we prepare for K?

Help your child & family get ready by

o Practicing skills to be more independent – getting 
dressed, eating meals, using bathroom, etc.

o Talk, read books, watch shows about kindergarten

o Visit school playground 

o Meet other children & families in school community

o Joining small & larger group experiences  - Play & Learn, 
library story times, sports teams,  faith settings, etc. 

o Start practicing bedtime & morning routines 

Step 
2
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Kindergarten-age skills you can help 
your child to develop



“Warmup” for Kindergarten 
Week of Aug 15-19

What is Jump Start?

▪ FREE transition-to-school experience to practice                    
typical day-to-day routines

▪ Open to Kindergarten students enrolled at
participating Seattle elementary and K-8 schools

▪ Held five mornings, M-F, 9 am to 12 pm

▪ Snacks and/or lunch provided; families drop off & 
pick up – no bus transportation offered

▪ Helps students and families to get to know school
campus, staff, and fellow families

Jump Start

How do we sign up?
In May, your school will contact you to register

For more info
206-252-0769 



Need help in your 
home language?
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SPS Webpage Links 

Address Look-up Tool

Child Care Programs located in or near elementary schools

English Language Learners (206) 252-0072
Amharic Chinese Somali Spanish
Tagalog Vietnamese

Kindergarten
• Preparing for Kindergarten
• Early Entrance Kindergarten (if child turns 5 

between 9/1-10/31)

School Directory

• Preschools within Seattle Public Schools
• Elementary & K-8 Schools with Attendance 

Areas (Map showing schools and 2020-21 
attendance areas)

Special Education
• Early Childhood Special Education

Transportation (206) 252-0900

Services for Unhoused or Insecurely Housed Families

Phone Numbers

• Chinese (206) 252-0013

(FengYan Tang)

• Amharic and 

Oromo (206) 252-

0121 (Dereje Negassa)

• Somali (206) 252-0880 

(Halima Gulaid)

• Spanish (206) 252-0767 

(Amy Fiterman)

• Vietnamese (206) 252-

0778 (Kim Tran)

https://app.guidek12.com/seattlewa/school_search/2021/
https://www.seattleschools.org/resources/childcare/
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/english-language-learners/
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/english-language-learners/
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/english_language_learners/translation_and_interpretation/amharic
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/english_language_learners/translation_and_interpretation/chinese
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/english_language_learners/translation_and_interpretation/somali
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/english_language_learners/translation_and_interpretation/spanish
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/english_language_learners/translation_and_interpretation/tagalog
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/english_language_learners/translation_and_interpretation/vietnamese
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/early_learning/kindergarten
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/early_learning/kindergarten/preparing_for_kindergarten
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/advanced_learning/services_and_programs/early_entrance_to_kindergarten
https://www.seattleschools.org/directory/schools
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/early-learning/preschool/preschool-locations/
https://www.seattleschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/SPSD_B_AAES_2021.pdf
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/special_education/services
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/early-learning/preschool/early-childhood-special-education/
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/transportation/
https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/homeless-program/


Kindergarten Registration Chat
sponsored by

Seattle Public Schools  & SESEC
(Southeast  Seattle Education Coalition)
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Please register at

and let us know if you need interpretation or other assistance 

January 11, 2022  1-2 pm

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAldumrp
jIrH9yHDatrD6r1c2tlMfpenQDA

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAldumrpjIrH9yHDatrD6r1c2tlMfpenQDA


Thank you!
Early Learning and Admissions Staff

Seattle Public Schools

Mary Fickes

Early Learning     Admissions

206-252-0127      206-252-0760


